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all his battles, all his bloody exploits, prove it. He had robbed the Emperor of an immense quantity of towns and territories in succession. The greatness of the House of Austria irritated him. He had begun by weakening it in order to dominate it; and, in bringing it under his sway, he hoped to draw to himself the respect and submission of the Germanic Electoral body, and cause the Imperial Crown to pass to his house, as soon as the occasion should present itself.
We had often heard him say: " Monseigneur has all the good appearance of a German Prince" This singular compliment, this praise, was not without motive. The King wished that this opinion and this portrait should go straight into Germany, and create there a kind of naturalisation and adoption for his son.
He had resolved to have him elected and proclaimed King of the Romans, a dignity which opens, as one knows, the road to the imperial greatness. To attain this result, His Majesty, seconded perfectly by his minister, Louvois, employed the following means.
By his order M. de Louvois sent the Comteimpertinence, for assuredlyifficulty."an effort not to weep. With that wit, of
